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A FAITH THAT WORKS

Becoming fruitful disciples of Christ for God’s Glory

The Cause of Conflict
James 4:1-3 • Message #15

TAKE HOME TRUTH

Conflict ____________ in the ____________.

1. ___________________
X-Ray questions ask:
- Who or what do I desire?
- Who do I please?
- What makes me angry?
- What is my greatest joy?
- What do I fear? What worries me?
- Who or what do I trust?

2. ___________________ __________________
3. ______________________

What must we do?
• We must _____________ our desires.
• We must strive to be a ___________ - _____________.
• We must ask God to ________________ our hearts.

Recently I saw on the weather forecast how in the last 20 days we’d
only had 4 days of sunshine – the highest was January 22 with 51%
of sunshine. I am hoping that from the time of me writing this
(January 29) – and you reading it, there’s been some relief, but if
not, so be it. Sue reminds me that our weather is under God’s
sovereign hand. A fact we all need to remember this time of year.
Various studies have been done on what these winter months can
do to us physically and emotionally – cloudy weather for one, colder
temperatures the other. Both deplete our energy levels. Winter
months encourage some folks to crave more carbs and sugars which
put on extra pounds (which can contribute to discouragement or
depression). The phrase “the winter blues” – or more recently
seasonal disorder or SAD are blamed.
I read with interest a blog from Desiring God Ministries entitled,
“What Winter Can Do to the Soul.” We don’t want to have wintery
souls. There is a relationship between the “outer-man” and the
“inner-man.” My physical surroundings can have an impact on my
spirit – and my spirit on my physical body. And yet we cannot
blame our circumstances for our attitude or actions. They are
contributing factors, but we must strive to be obedient.
David Mathis, the author urges us to “hear God’s voice” (his Word);
to “have his ear” (prayer); to “belong to his body” (fellowship).
This isn’t the time to isolate in our igloos he writes. “Let’s
remember that it’s precisely at these moments that we need the
people of God the most.” With that said – I invite you to stick
around for our potluck today! The fellowship around the table will
do you good. And while you’re at it, circle March 14 on your
calendar for our progressive dinner. And yes, spring is coming. :-)

“Be exalted, O God above

the heavens! Let your glory
Be over all the earth.”
Psalm 57:5
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• We must ____________ for God’s will in the conflict.
• We must yield to the __________ _________.
Next Week
The Cure for Conflict
James 4:3-12

“The Cause of Conflict”
Pastor Fred Froman
Let It Be Said of Us
Benediction
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“I will choose
to find joy

in the journey
God has set
before me.”
“Go often to the Bible
Count it all joy ...

to hear the great God

When you meet trials

speaking to you.”

of various kinds.

Jonathan Edwards

James 1:2

